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C
am

ping 
and bivouacking 
in the Sw

iss m
ountains

w
hile respecting nature 

and the environm
ent

Tip
s – Read the inform

ation boards at your loca-
tion. D

o not cam
p too close to huts. If you intend 

to spend the night near a hut, approach the hut 
m

anagem
ent team

 and offer to pay a contribution for the 
use of toilet facilities or order food / drink at the hut. This 
not only helps you gain acceptance – it also reduces your 

environm
ental footprint.

 

Safety – Is m
y location safe from

 lightning strikes, 
rock falls, avalanches and flooding? Rivers and 
stream

s can sw
ell suddenly even in fine w

eather 
(caused by a heavy dow

npour in the catchm
ent area or 

operating hydropow
er plants). W

hen in doubt, stay a secure 
distance from

 w
atercourses. U

se existing fire pits, avoid fire 
dam

age and at all tim
es observe fire bans.

 

B
e con

sid
erate – A

void m
ajor activity and noise, 

especially at daw
n and dusk, w

hen m
any w

ild 
anim

als are active. D
o not leave unco-

vered edibles lying around at night. Follow
 

nature’s call by choosing a site aw
ay from

 
w

ater. Bury or cover your faecal w
aste and 

burn the toilet paper (exception: risk of 
forest fire). W

ash your dishes w
ith biode-

gradable detergent in a place w
here the 

w
astew

ater does not directly enter a 
body of w

ater. W
hen you leave, take 

all your w
aste w

ith you.

W
hen you arrive

Further inform
ation

A
t m

ap.geo.adm
in.ch you w

ill find a m
ap of Sw

itzerland 
show

ing the various protected areas and particularly sen-
sitive habitats. The search option allow

s you to view
 e.g. 

the Sw
iss N

ational Park, the Sw
iss gam

e reserves (w
ildlife 

reserves), fens, raised bogs, floodplains and designated 
w

ildlife areas.

The locations of cantonal and com
m

unal nature reserves 
and their restrictions are regularly updated on the cantonal 
geoportals (links on kkgeo.ch; de-fr).

Respecting w
ildlife in w

inter is the topic of the “Respect 
W

ildlife” aw
areness cam

paign (respect-w
ildlife.ch/en).
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M
ore inform

ation on environm
ent 

friendly m
ountain sports: 

w
w

w
.sac-cas.ch/bergsport-naturschutz (de-fr)

Take nothing but m
em

ories – 
leave nothing but footprints



!
Tip

s – Find out w
here the m

entioned protected 
areas are located (see «Legal situation»). M

inim
ise 

w
aste by choosing reusable containers for food 

and drink.B
e con

sid
erate – U

se the Sw
iss 

N
ational M

ap to find locations 
in habitats that are as unprob-

lem
atic as possible (see the schem

atic 
representation in the graphic). A

void 
floodplains and w

etlands, w
hich 

are often the habitat of rare plants. 
Locations above the forest line are, 
as a rule, m

ostly environm
entally 

friendly – and offer you the best 
view

s anyw
ay. 

Forbid
d

en – W
ild 

cam
ping is expressly 

forbidden or not possible 
due to access bans in the 
m

entioned protected 
areas.

Being considerate starts w
ith planning

Safety – M
ake sure you are fam

iliar w
ith the w

ea-
ther forecast and take potential natural hazards 
into account: ridges and hilltops are dangerous 

during thunderstorm
s, a proxim

ity to w
atercourses is parti-

cularly hazardous during heavy rainfall.

 
U

nproblem
atic – Ideal sites are located above the 

forest line, in alpine m
eadow

s or in rocky terrain.

B
e particularly aw

are – Request perm
ission 

from
 the farm

er or hut m
anagem

ent team
 if 

you w
ish to spend the night close to an alp or 

m
ountain hut. Exercise increased caution in 

clim
bing areas, especially during the breeding 

season of cliff-breeding birds (such as the 
peregrine falcon and eagle-ow

l). 

Please avoid – A
void 

overnight stays in environ-
m

entally sensitive locations. 
These include in particular 

the upper forest line 
(habitat of grouse and 
grazing grounds of 
cloven-hoofed gam

e), 
w

ater m
eadow

s and 
w

etlands.

 
Spending the night 

outdoors in the m
ountains is a 

unique experience. This leaflet provi-
des inform

ation on the legal situation and 
explains how

 w
e can act w

ith care and considera-
tion tow

ards nature – to ensure that cam
ping and 

bivouacking rem
ain possible in future.

Legal situation
Sw

itzerland does not have a uniform
 legal situation; the 

inform
ation in this leaflet is therefore not definitive. A

s a 
general rule, anyone has the right to access w

oodlands and 
m

eadow
s (art. 699 para 1 Sw

iss C
ivil C

ode). Restrictions 
m

ay apply in som
e cantons or m

unicipalities. W
ild cam

ping 
is expressly forbidden or not possible due to access bans 
in the follow

ing protected areas (see also «Further infor-
m

ation»): 

  
  Sw

iss N
ational Park

  
  Sw

iss gam
e reserves (w

ildlife reserves)
  

  m
any nature reserves

  
  designated w

ildlife areas (during the protection period)

O
utside these restrictions, a single overnight stay by a sm

all 
num

ber of people above the forest line is norm
ally not a 

problem
 if undertaken considerately. A

n em
ergency bivouac 

is generally perm
itted.

Term
s and definitions

 
B

ivouacking – Spending the night w
ithout a tent 

under the open sky, in an igloo or in a snow
 cave.

C
am

ping
 – Spending the night in a sm

all tent 
outside an official cam

psite.

This leaflet does not include inform
ation about spending 

the night in vehicles (please observe the restrictions) or 
setting up m

ulti-day cam
ps (please contact the m

unicipality 
or the landow

ner). 


